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What is Easter?

Easter Egg Hunt March ZBe season of Lent comes
after Worship to a thunderous end with
the arrival of Easter morn-
ing. In many churches
around the western world,
(and in a few places in the
east) the music begins and
congregations begin to sing
the words The season of
Lent comes to a thunder-
ous end with the arrival of
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For many who have called
Christianity their religion
for many years it seems ab-
surd to even ask the ques-
tion. But there are many
who do not call Christianity
ot heir religio
many who have no religious
background, there are many
who belong to any of hun-
dreds of faith backgrounds.

PRLP“\.I—!ING EdA

Q{'F actster

Easter morning. In many So, to many people, this talk

churches around the west- of resurrection sounds odd -

ern world, (and in a few (to say the least!) ruso d.e ath, he
places in the east) the mu- time in traveling to Beth-

sic begins and congrega- Letds take a | o‘%")f( te hog;

tions begin to sing the i sndt first. 'g@ﬁu ﬁ'%t'r'ine i
words to o0Chr i motreincérreatiorl oReidcar- and Ieaves two days later,

I s Risen Today hafionis awransmigratoh of meaning that Lazarus had

Inside this issue: us have had that moment

on an Easter Sunday when
singing this grand old
hymn of the church, we
had to ask the one word
guestion, ORI
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Was Christ a Bully?3 o
This is where Easter be-

gins, without resurrection,
there is no Easter. Without
the resurrection the birth
we celebrated at Christmas
is nothing more than an-
other birthday.  Without
the resurrection the cruci-
fixion is a death sentence
meted out to a radical itin-
erant rabbi.

Building Committee3

Golden Treasures 3

Outreach 3

Woman Finally Win3!
All this changes when this

rabbi named Jesus is raised
from the darkness and
death of His grave to the
light and new life of resur-

rection. So, the question
remaining for many people

is understandable, even
reasonabl e, 0
happen?¢6

Upcoming Events 4

the human soul to another
body of some sort after
death and prior to the birth
of the new body
quite what Scripture brings

s et @s6 Resurrection is not
resuscitation. Resuscita-
tion implies that the person
in question was not really

dead, just unconscious.
That 6s not what
either. Resurrection is the

physical raising of a person
who has died.

Scripture gives us examples
other than Jesus. In the gos-
pel of John the story of a
friend of Jesus is placed
before us. The death of
Lazarus is reported in John
11. In John 11:5 we are told
t hat Jesus | ov
sisters, Mary and Martha,
and he loved Lazarus.
There was a level of love
that was strong, for us it
D iwduldtbé singilar to éowel fdr y
family or very close friends.
When Jesus is told of Laza-

been dead for three days.
He arrives at teh sealed
tomb, orders the stone be
removeﬁ (gvgr te gpjgct
tions that there will

powerful stench) and Jesus
calls Lazarus out of the

tomb. Lazarus walks out,
alive.
ThIS s sp tfya people

would be able to see the
results of the power and
grace of God in their every-
day lives. This brings us to
Jesusd own
crucified, nailed to a Ro-
man cross, an instrument
of torture and death. After

he died he was placed in a
borrowed tomb for his bur-

ial. It was on the third day,

When "k a"Praen veng to
anoint him for a proper

Jewish burial, that they
discovered the power of
God. Jesus was no longer
in the tomb, the seal had
been broken, the stone
rolled away, and his burial

clothes folded up neatly

deat h.

t al



0 Wa s
raised from

deat h

Chr i

t

0]

GPC Messenger

Elvis was here!

Elvis (Jim Smith) was the sur-
prise guest at the February 17
meeting of the Golden Treas-
ur es. We
Day with a red heart feast and
thenéEI vi s
several of his famous love

songs which caused several GT
0Oswoon
one enthusiastic GT lady got up

|l adies to

and danced. Complaints were
heard from those not old

enough to join the group to the

effect that they missed Elvis!
Not everyone is old enough to
be a rowdy senior.
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Even the most difficult people we know
bear the image of God.

What is Easter? (Continued from Page 1)

st
and set aside.

A number of people, includ-
ing, several women, Peter
and otherb @t theOresur-
rected Jesus in person.
Scripture tells us (1 Corin-
thians 15:3 -4) that Christ
died for our sins, that he
was buried and He was
raised on the third day.
Ver se 20
now Christ has been raised
from the dead, the first
fruits of those who are
asleep (or have died.) The
next thing Paul writes to the
church is about the order of
resurrection. Christ had to
be first, to open the door
for all those who follow
hi m. Obut
order, Christ the first fruits,

after that those who are
Christds at

This is now where faith has
a huge role to play. Was
Christ raised from death to
life? Yes, it is not myth, it
is the most powerful reality
that any of us could ever

Hi

hope to experience. With-
out this resurrection we

are deluded (Paul says this
and goes so far as to say
that we above all should
then be most pitied.) This

is where rational argumen-
tation fails. | cannot prove

to anyone that God raised
Jesus from death. But that
does not make it any less

pr oclié MBe trud Bselt does

not rely upon my believing
it in order for it to be
truth. Truth stands on its
own. This is a difficult
message to hear in a day
when so much seems to be
in flux and any truth can
be true for any individual
at any moment, when all

e a ¢ hseemdlto bB felBvan®Bided

on personal experience.
Today | pray that you may
8xpefichdB 'the @senCChrist,
and that your life will be
forever changed and
moved to a path, a lifelong
journey of transformation,
a journey we can walk to-
gether. It is in this walk

that we can and will experi-
ence Christ, and it is in this
walk that we can together
practice our faith in real,
tangible ways that positively
touch the lives of others.

Christ the Lord is risen to-
day, Alleluial

Blessings,

Pastor Frank

Like a compass,
the Bible always
points you in
the right direc-
tion.

Meeting.




