
 

sent, it seemed obvious that they 
had been drinking the new wine too 

early in the day.  (perhaps they used 
the excuse that its five oõclock 

somewhere).   

 
They were right to one point, the 

party had begun, and yes you might 

even say it was the first party held 
to celebrate the birth of Christõs 

Church!  Today we should also re-
solve to remember the birth of the 

church and in our remembering we 

should also join in the celebration.  
We call the word we share òThe 

Gospeló it also means ògood news!ó  
Perhaps we could be some of Godõs 

most joyful children, celebrating the 

good news everyday.  

 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Frank 
 

In His Service 

The second chapter of the book of 

Acts begins with an incredible scene.  

It is early in the morning when the 
party begins.  That in itself is odd, no 

one ever kicks off a party at nine 
oõclock in the morning.  There is no 

scene in Acts that has gained as 

much attention as this one.  This is a 
time when it appears to most that 

Jesus is gone and this movement of 
Christõs followers is going to die on 

its own.  God seems to enjoy using 

our own propensity to dismiss His 
promises to show that His promises 

are real and that He doesnõt forget.   
 

This group of Christ followers was all 

together in one place, the Spirit came 
upon them as a group, not as indi-

viduals.  The òchurchó as we are 

called is identified with a great meta-
phor, a body.  As a body it doesnõt 

matter where we are, we are con-
nected to the rest of the body.  So, all 

that we do is done in cooperation and 

connection with the rest of the body, 
not as individual, independent compo-

nents.  Being all together as de-
scribed here means more than loca-

tion.  It brings us to a common goal 

or reason for being as given us by 
Christ Himself. 

 
Pentecost is a day that we try to 

celebrate in the church even today.  

But, there are a couple of things we 
would do well to remember.  This was 

already a Jewish feast day.  It fell on 
the fiftieth day after the ceremony of 

the barley sheaf during the Passover 

celebration.  The day was significant 

because it marked the beginning of 

the offering of the first fruits.  The 
first of the harvest was being 

brought in and it was being dedi-
cated to and given to God in faith, 

and in trust. 

 
It was in this very moment that God 

unleashed His Holy Spirit on this 
group of Jesus followers and the 

party began.  This is why so many 

people call Pentecost the birthday of 
the church, it was the day that God 

breathed the breath of life, Himself 
into the earliest group of people we 

call the church.  It was a display of 

incredible power and grace.  Godõs 
followers speaking out loud in the 

street, so loud that it drew a large 

crowd of people.   
 

There were God fearing, or worship-
ping, Jews from all around the 

known world together in Jerusalem 

at that moment.  They were treated 
to a display of Godõs faithfulness, 

and to the beginning of the next 
phase of Godõs plan to tell the world 

of His love for His creation, all His 

people.  All those people who had 
come from all around the world was 

hearing the Good News proclaimed 
in their own language!  Those who 

were doing all the speaking were 

simple Galileans, yet what they 
spoke was said in languages that 

were foreign to them!  They were 
heard in so many different lan-

guages that to many of those pre-

Dates of Interest: 

* Motherõs Day Breakfast     

May 11 8:30AM 

* Youth Nags Head Trip        

May 16-18 

* Golden Treasures Luncheon 

May 18 

* MEMORIAL DAY                           

May 26 

* Fatherõs Day                              

June 15 

* Youth  Mission Trip            

July 5-12 

* Vacation Bible School     

August 4-9 

A Spirit Filled Party  

Inside this issue: 

Golden Treasures 2 

Paint Your Heart Out 2 

Preparing for Youth 

Mission Trip 

3 

An Attitude of Grateful-

ness 

3 

Food Pantry List 3 

Women of the Church 4 

Graduates 

 

4-5 

 

Greenbrier Presbyterian Church                      May /June 2008 

GPC Messenger 

Upcoming Events 6 

 



On Sunday, May 20, 2008 twenty-seven 

Golden Treasures (GTõs) met for breakfast 

at 8 AM.  It was amazing!  No one yawned or 

acted the least bit sleepy. We met at 

Friendlyõs Restaurant, across from Green-

brier Mall. The service was great and the 

coffee good and hot. The twins (Betty and 

Becky) were honored for their most recent 

birthday. Our leader, Art, invited us to 

attend a òSilent Auctionó being held by the 

For Kids organization.  Although some pill 

taking GTõs ate before they came, most of 

us consumed large quantities of bacon, 

eggs, pancakes and coffee. We are looking 

forward to attending the next annual GT 

Spring Early Morning Breakfast next year. 

We expect to celebrate with gusto! (...and 

also Richard McLane) 

GPC Participates in 16th Annual Paint Your Heart Out 

The 16th annual Paint Your Heart Out (PYHO) 

was held on Saturday April 19th.  PYHO is a 

yearly event sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Chesapeake where qualifying homeowners 

receive much needed home repair and paint-
ing.   Approximately 15 volunteers of GPC, 

headed by Steve Radcliffe and Ron Moss, were 

assigned the home of Francis Cousins of Omar 
Street in South Norfolk.  In true fashion for the 

16th year, GPC volunteers spent three Satur-
days painting, landscaping, raking the yard, 

cutting grass, repairing windows, sealing a 

deck, and completed major porch repairs.  No 
job was too big or complicated for this deter-

mined group!!   This year, for the second year, 
many of the church youth also participated. As 

you can see from the pictures, a time of fun, 

fellowship, and service was enjoyed by all.  
Thanks also to The Backyard Gardeners and 

Faye Mitchell our Rotary advisor for their help 

and support. 
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Paint Your Heart 

Out  volunteers 

include youth 

again this year. 


